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Background

Comprehensive Recycling Analysis

Waste Characterization Study







2018

381 participants and 2604 pounds



Lessons Learned in 2018:

• Stakeholders are key

• MOU’s are important

• Self hauling of food scraps is not sustainable

• More locations needed in each Buffalo Common 

Council District

• Advertising and promotion needs to be increased

• Locations must be staffed to deter contamination



2019 Scrap it! Residential Food Scraps Recycling Program

• Expanded to 5 locations

• Worked with diverse community groups

• Hired a private food scrap recycling service

• Had soft MOU’s with participants

• Mayor’s office developed promotional material and Mayor endorsed the program 

on print, TV and social media.

• Gave out food scrap collection buckets and compostable bags to make 

participation more enticing. 







Expanded into the Fall with new partner



Expanded to 1 

permanent 

public space 

location 

(not staffed)



1225 3108 20,838



WHAT’S IN STORE FOR 2020?

Best laid plans of mice and men….


