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The Center for EcoTechnology
helps people and businesses
save energy and reduce waste.
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Why Should We Compost
Food Waste!
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Does Your Municipality
Divert Yard Trimmings?

YES I NO

Do you have your own
yard trimming composting facility?

YES I NO

Go to Do you use another public
Section Il agency's composting facility?
YIIES I NIO
Is that facility interested in Do you use a private
food waste composting? composting facility?
YES I NO YES I NO
Go to Go to
Section I Section Il
Consider Other Options:

Home Composting Incentives
Community Composting:
Subscription Services.
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Initial Assessment

Time to Assess if Your Site is Food Waste Ready!

1. Composting pad surface type?

| 1 Compacted dirt pad [ 1 Compacted gravel pad
| | Low permeability pad, eg. concrete.asphalt [ |Other __________
Minimum: Compacted gravel pad

Better: Low permeability pad, e.g., concrete, asphalt

2. Can site accommodate incoming truckloads (packer, dump truck, trailer) of food waste?

[lYes [ INo

Minimum: Yes, if only getting pick-up truck loads or self-hauled loads from households and small
businesses

Better: Yes, able to accommodate truckloads

3. Does site have space for a dedicated food waste receiving area?

[lYes [ 1INo
Minimum: Able to create space as needed when receive loads of food waste
Better: Have a dedicated food waste receiving area

4. Storm water and leachate management, retention ponds

[ ] Collect and retain all storm water in pond
| 1 Vegetated buffers and treatment areas, vegetated filter strips to treat storm water as it runs off site

[ 1Sloped pad to capture leachate from active composting piles
I 1 Other



Best Practices to Compost Food
Waste

* Site design
* Operational considerations

* Available carbon

* Recipes

e Contaminant removal

* Good neighbor strategies
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FOOD WASTE COMPOSTING GROUND RULES

Always have carbonaceous material (e.g., wood chips, ground brush, mulch,
screened overs) available to mix with incoming food waste.

Never let a fresh load of food waste sit on the pad once unloaded.
Immediately mix in carbon amendment (roughly 3 parts carbon to 1-part food
waste). If you can't mix the food waste with the amendment within the first
hour after receipt. cover the food waste with a 3- to 4-inch layer of compost or
a 6- to 8-inch layer of wood chips to deter birds and other vectors.

Incorporate mixed feedstocks into an active composting pile as soon as
possible. Once all incoming loads are processed and in the windrow, consider
putting a layer of wood chips or finished compost on the surface to suppress
odors.

At the end of the day — or even twice a day — scrape down the surface of the
food waste receiving area to eliminate any fresh food waste remnants.
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Types of Food Waste to be Composted
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Collection and Hauling Considerations
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Hauler Contract
Best Management

L L1 ‘ |8 j,, Ll
(]

: 111 |
Practices o o
Educational
Workshops

wastedfood.cetonline.org/hauler-contracting-guidance
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Cost & Economic Considerations
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Compost Markets
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Final Takeaways
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WASTED FOOD SOLUTIONS

Do You Need Assistance With Wasted Food?

We can help! Select your state below to begin.

CALIFORNIA
CONNECTICUT
1OWA
MAINE

MASSACHUSETTS

MICHIGAN

NEW HAMPSHIRE

NEW JERSEY
NEW YORK
OREGON
PENNSYLWVANIA

RHODE ISLAND

wastedfood.cetonline.org

VERMONT
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WASTED FOOD SOLUTIONS TOOLBOX

[
o EeOTECHNOLOGY About CET  States  Toolbox  Service Providers  Partner With Us CONTACT

J CALL US: (888) 813-8552 EMAIL: WASTEDFOOD@CETONLINE.ORG
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Partner With Us Toolbox Case Studies Service

) ) ) o Watch videos about how P rovi d ers
Learn how CET works with policy View additional resources and S . -
usinesses have successfully o =
makers and businesses to best management practices for - - S ! Learmn how CET can help haulers.
implemented wasted foo e -
implement wasted food solutions managing wasted food & seEEmas elilonalienls

solutions organizations

wastedfood.cetonline.org/toolbox
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Questions!?

Coryanne Mansell Nora Goldstein
Strategic Services Representative Editor
Coryanne.Mansell@cetonline.org noragold@jgpress.com

973-229-1704 (c) 610-967-4135
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