
 
 
 
 

NYSAR3 Supports 
Organics Waste Diversion 

 
The New York State Association for Reduction, Reuse and Recycling (NYSAR3), New York State's 
premier recycling association seeks to provide statewide leadership on waste reduction, reuse, and 
recycling issues and practices to improve the environment. NYSAR3 is the New York State affiliate of the 
National Recycling Coalition with over 150 members representing municipal recycling leaders, not-for-
profit environmental organizations, businesses and individuals with expertise in waste reduction, reuse, 
recycling and composting. 
 
 
PROPOSED POLICY DIRECTION:    
This support memo documents NYSAR3’s interest to engage in the development and implementation of 
organics (including food scraps and yard waste) diversion policies and programs for New York State.   
 
 
PURPOSE:   
To provide direction and support to the Governor of New York, New York State Legislature and New 
York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) for the adoption of policies and 
programs to encourage sustainable materials management (SMM) in New York State, in accordance with 
the statewide strategy as put forth by the State’s 2010 “Beyond Waste Plan” and the solid waste 
management hierarchy that prioritizes reduction, reuse, recycling and composting above disposal.1 
 
 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAM COMPONENTS:  
NYSAR3 recommends that the following organics management strategies be included in the State’s 
efforts to implement organics diversion policies and programs that will reduce overall waste generation 
and disposal in New York State: 
 
1.  Reduce the amount of waste New Yorkers dispose by preventing waste generation and increasing 
reuse, recycling, composting and other organic material recycling methods.2 
 
2.  Encourage and promote the reduction of organics generation through best management practices, 
outreach and education, and other effective and proven SMM programs. 
 
3.  Encourage and promote the recovery of food scraps through donations, food bank programs, animal 
feed production, and other recovery programs. 
 
4.  Where organics cannot be recovered, encourage and promote the appropriate organics recycling 
programs and technologies, such as composting and anaerobic digestion, to recycle this important 
resource rather than continued existing disposal practices. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
1 Beyond Waste A Sustainable Materials Management Strategy for New York State, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/materials_minerals_pdf/frptbeyondwaste.pdf, p.7 
2 Ibid, p. 5 
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NYSAR3 Statement of Support:   

The most effective way to capture the economic value of wasted food and minimize the 
generation of greenhouse gases is through prevention. Preventing food waste through source 
reduction not only reduces the environmental impact from its disposal, but also from its 
production, manufacturing, packaging, and transportation. In total, thirteen percent of 
greenhouse gas emissions in the United States are associated with the provision of food. Thus, 
preventing its waste can have a large impact in reducing greenhouse gas emissions.3 In addition, 
best management practices for organics can result in reduced air and water pollution, resource 
conservation, cost savings, and resource reallocation for feeding the hungry. 

In 2012, Americans generated nearly 35 million tons of food scraps, of which 95 percent was 
sent for energy recovery at combustion facilities or disposed of in landfills.  Food scraps is the 
most prevalent material reaching landfills.  In New York State, over three million tons of wasted 
food is generated as municipal solid waste and less than two percent of this material is diverted 
from disposal.  

Food recovery can provide much needed wholesome food to individuals in our communities 
through donation. In 2013, Feeding America estimated that almost 14 percent of New York’s 
population was food insecure and did not have access at all times to enough food for an active, 
healthy life for all household members.4 Furthermore, since the average American family 
disposes of a quarter of their food purchases, the USDA estimates that smart purchasing could 
save families an estimated $1,600 just at the point of purchase.5 Simple strategies for cost 
savings can enable individuals to afford more healthy food.  In addition, supplying farmers with 
a low cost source of animal feed that is recovered from food waste can help sustain the State’s 
agricultural community. 

For food scraps that cannot be recovered, technologies such as composting and anaerobic 
digestion provide a means to convert organics into a soil amendment. Anaerobic digestion has 
the added advantage of producing methane that can be used to generate electric or for fuel 
production. According to the USEPA, managing food scraps in this manner has both economic 
and environmental benefits. It avoids disposal in landfills, thus saving money in tipping 
(disposal) fees and avoids the production of methane, a greenhouse gas 25 times more potent 
than carbon dioxide. 
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3 USEPA, “Opportunities to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions through Materials and Land Management Practices,” September 2009, 
http://www.epa.gov/oswer/docs/ghg_land_and_materials_management.pdf?_sm_au_=iVVP7f2Q8HSr2Js0, Figure 2, Page 11 
4 Feeding America, “Map the Meal Gap”¸ 2012, http://feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/hunger-studies/map-the-meal-gap.aspx 
5 Kumar Venkat, “The Climate Change and Economic Impacts of Food Waste in the United States,” International Journal of Food System 
Dynamics 2 (4), 2011: p.431-446. 


